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- SECRET - o8

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF IEFENSE
Washington 25, D.C, !

Internations)l Security Affzirs Prepared 7 Mareh 1961
1-12958/61 | OSD DECLASSIFICATION/
| RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS ON
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF FILE TI 4

SUBJECT: SEATO Counterinsurgenay School (C)

During the forthcoming SEATO Counoil of Ministers Meeting,
27-30 Maroh 1961, in Bangkok, Thailand, commmist insurgency
action is expeoted to be cne of the major items of disoussion. [
Asian member nations are seriously conocered over the commmist
guerrilla and insurgency actions in Southesst Asia, especiaslly ;
Laos and Vietnam, These nations have cxdticised SEATO's in-~ i
effectiveness, expressed strong desires for positive action in |
Laos and have owen discussed the possibility of organising an 5
Aslan collsctive defense orgenisation.

The Department of Defense believes that the United States |
must come forth, during the weeting, with as many concrete pro- f
posals as pospible to assuve other members, sapeclally Asian |
morbers, that the United States stromgly supports and is pre- !
pared to mest her cbligations im the treaty ares, |

The Departument of Defensme intefids to recommend to the ;
Departwent of State that the Seavetary of State propose the
establisiment of a S8EATO Counter-Insurgency School during the |
forthooming Council Meeting. The purpcse of the school would !
be to train, advise and assist the nations in the area threatened
or actuslly engaged in counterinsurgency operations, Establish-
ment of the SEATO Cownter-Insurgency School would not be in con-
flict with, but complementary to, the US unilatsral comter-
guerrilla school soon to be established in Okinawa.

The sohool should be opsrated on & cost-sharing basis applye
ing the formula now used for other SEATO activities., Establishe
ment of the school would indleate to the Asian nations that SEATO
is at long last taking specific aation to meet the serious
guerrilla insurgency and subversive actions being ocarried on so
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affectively by the Sino-Soviet Hloc in the area., The multd-
1lateral instructional staff would take advantage of the ekills,
axperiemces and techniques of all member nations, especislly the

" Philippine experisnces in the FAuk war and Commonwealth experience
in Malays. ‘ : ’

Tt im requested that the Joint Chiefs of Btaff provide

comments on the sttached draft U.S, position paper not later
than 1h Warch 1961.

1 Enecl.
Draft US Position Paper
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